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Objective (K-2)               Objective (3-5)            Objective (6-8) 

Kindergarten students will be able to… 

• Identify new meanings for familiar 

words and apply them accurately 

(e.g., knowing duck is a bird and 

learning the verb to duck). 

 

1st grade students will be able to… 

• Define words by category and by 

one or more key attributes (e.g., a 

duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a 

large cat with stripes). 

• Identify real-life connections 

between words and their use (e.g., 

note places at home that are cozy). 

 

2nd grade students will be able to… 

• Identify real-life connections 

between words and their use (e.g., 

describe foods that are spicy or 

juicy). 

• Distinguish shades of meaning 

among closely related verbs (e.g., 

toss, throw, hurl) and closely related 

adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, 

scrawny). 

 

3rd grade students will be able to… 

• Distinguish the literal and 

nonliteral meanings of words 

and phrases in context (e.g., 

take steps). 

• Distinguish shades of meaning 

among related words that 

describe states of mind or 

degrees of certainty (e.g., knew, 

believed, suspected, heard, 

wondered). 

 

4th grade students will be able to… 

• Use common, grade-appropriate 

Greek and Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the meaning of 

a word (e.g., telegraph, 

photograph, autograph). 

• Demonstrate understanding of 

words by relating them to their 

opposites (antonyms) and to 

words with similar but not 

identical meanings (synonyms).  

    

5th grade students will be able to… 

• Use context (e.g., cause/effect 

relationships and comparisons 

in text) as a clue to the meaning 

of a word or phrase. 

• Use the relationship between 

particular words (e.g., 

synonyms, antonyms, 

homographs) to better 

understand each of the words. 

6d grade students will be able to… 

• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

a specific word choice on 

meaning and tone. 

 

7th grade students will be able to… 

• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

rhymes and other repetitions of 

sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a 

specific verse or stanza of a 

poem or section of a story or 

drama.  

 

8th grade students will be able to… 

• Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they are 

used in a text, including 

figurative and connotative 

meanings; analyze the impact of 

specific word choices on 

meaning and tone, including 

analogies or allusions to other 

texts. 
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Overview: Teaching Vocabulary 

Standard Craft and Structure- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

distinguishing literal from nonliteral language. 

 

Language -  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 

phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and 

specialized reference materials (e.g. dictionaries), as appropriate. 

Strategy Determining the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in text. 

Skill Frayer Model- to be used to unlock the meaning of words.  
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Background on Vocabulary Instruction 

Research by Kossack (2007) on content-area vocabulary instruction and acquisition indicates that rote memorization of 

vocabulary words involves only one pathway to the brain (verbal/linguistic through words and dictionary use) and that 

students will learn vocabulary better by involving different or multiple pathways (visual). 

To implement, the students begin by actively predicting meanings from words that are written in a manner that 

suggests its meaning. The words could be written in shapes or fonts that suggest meaning or visual images could be 

embedded to suggest the terms’ meaning (“as when the ‘e’ or the ‘o’ in the word ‘equator’ is drawn as a globe on 

which the equator obviously visually emphasized” [Kossack, 2007]). Students can work together to interpret or guess 

visual definitions, thus using interpersonal, logical/mathematical, verbal/linguistic, and visual/spatial pathways to the 

brain. 

Citation: Kossack, S. (2007). Comparing the effects of high and low learning pathway instructional approaches on 

vocabulary mastery of middle school at-risk learners. The International Journal of Learning, 14 (6), 199-206. 

Students may use the Frayer Model to: 

• Develop understanding of key concepts and vocabulary 

• Draw on prior knowledge to make connections among concepts 

• Compare attributes and examples 

• Think critically to find relationships between concepts and to develop deeper 

• Understanding of word meanings 

• Make visual connections and personal associations 

• Review key vocabulary before a test or quiz 

• Create a “vocabulary wall” for quick reference of word meanings 

Elementary and Secondary Frayer Model Videos: Please watch the videos for elementary and secondary and read the 

“How To Use” Steps below the video by clicking on the following link. 

http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/frayer-model 

Graphic Organizer: The Frayer Model: 

http://www.character.org/uploads/PDFs/NSOC/2006_NSOC_Lesson_Plans/Frayer_Model_Template.pdf   

What makes for effective instruction on vocabulary? 

• Effective vocabulary instruction should be explicit and well-planned, using selected vocabulary from the main 

selection.   

• Graphic organizers can be an important tool for helping students to gain a deeper understanding of words in 

and out of context. 

Why is direct instruction on vocabulary important? 

• Students need to be taught strategies to recognize that selected words have multiple meanings or shades of 

meaning. 

Being able to understand the meaning of these words in context and having the ability to apply them to other content 

areas and writing are crucial to reading development. 
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Different types of vocabulary words in Reading Street 

Selection Vocabulary Words 

• What are they?  Selection Vocabulary words are the words from the main selection. 

• When to teach them?  These words must be pre-taught prior to introducing the story. 

Elementary Text Example: 

Unit 4 Week 1, A Froggy Fable:  The selected vocabulary words are clearing, crashed, perfect, pond, spilling, splashing, 

and traveled. 

Middle School Text Examples: 

Grade 7, Three Century Women by Richard Peck. The selected vocabulary words are cynically, renounce, anchor, and 

venerable. 

Grade 8, The Monkey’s Paw by W.W. Jacobs. The selected vocabulary words are amiable, bog, wardrobe, doughty, 

and frivolous. 

Amazing Words 

• What are they? 

The Amazing Words are words that connect to the theme of the story selection. 

• When to teach them? 

o When appropriate, try to fit the Amazing Words into discussions around the main selection. 

o For example, in Unit 4 Week 1, A Froggy Fable, the Question of the Week is “How can familiar things 

help us change? “  By helping students understand that we all go through changes (learning a new skill, 

moving to a new home), we can incorporate the Amazing Words valuable, tough, and represent.   

Moving to a new school can be tough, or difficult, but having the help of friends and family can be 

valuable.  Having a special belonging, like a photograph, can represent a memory and bring comfort. 

• Middle School selections do not have words called  “Amazing Words” but teachers will need to know how to 

select vocabulary words from a selection that are used to provide deeper meaning to a particular selection and 

pre-teach them. 

Explicit Vocabulary Instructional Strategies 

Direct Instruction:  Graphic Organizers 

Elements of a Typical Frayer Model  

A typical Frayer “ 4-square” model includes the following elements: 

• Definition (either from teacher or in student’s own words) 

• Examples 

• Non-examples 

• Characteristics or illustration of concept 

Assessment Strategies 

While students are working in groups, the teacher should circulate among groups in order to evaluate the Frayer 

models and the level of students’ understanding.  
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Supports for ELL Students: 

The following is a great example of a Frayer Model used with a selected vocabulary word for ELL students: 

Frayer Model Seven Step (RETELL Strategy) Looks like… 

Word/Concept 

Circle 

Present Teacher says and displays word.   

Word/ Concept 

Circle 

Repeat Students say the word three time (include engaging 

ways to do this). 

Definition Define and Engage Dictionary or glossary definition(s). This would be a 

great place for a visual/ kinesthetic example in order to 

engage students.   

Characteristics Explain and Analyze Explain in student friendly language. 

Examples Contextualize  Use sentences from text or in the context of the 

curriculum.  

Non-Examples Part of Analyzing  Provide students with antonyms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students here can also demonstrate how they can be pliable and non-pliable. 

 

What Makes This Strategy Good for ELL Students? 

• This model can be done in pictures AND words. 

• Provides details about the term or concept through the characteristics. 

• Uses examples and non-examples to provide clarity. 

• Allows clarifications in the native language to be made. 

• Can be done cooperatively, providing needed interaction. 

• Can be used as an assessment tool. 
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Some ideas for assessing vocabulary use (including comprehension): 

• Keeping track (anecdotal notes) of how often students use in weekly writing assignments and providing 

rewards (points, recognition, prizes, etc.) 

Sample Lesson Guidance 

Planning 

Elementary: Teachers must review the Reading Street main selection and choose 3 to 4 selected vocabulary words per 

day to use with the Frayer Model design. 

Middle: Teachers must review the reading selection from their lessons and choose 4 to 6 words that will provide 

deeper meaning to their reading selection to use with the Frayer Model. 

I Do 

1. Select Key Vocabulary  

Teacher pre-selects selected vocabulary words from the main selection and makes copies of the Frayer model graphic 

organizer. You can find samples here: 

http://www.character.org/uploads/PDFs/NSOC/2006_NSOC_Lesson_Plans/Frayer_Model_Template.pdf    

2. Provide Graphic Organizer  

Provide copies of the Frayer Model graphic organizer to students and explain the process.   

3. Model the Process  

• Show the Frayer graphic organizer to the class and explain each of the sections. 

• Model a selected vocabulary word to demonstrate the various components of the form. 

• Model the desired answers within the four squares of the Frayer Model when giving this example. 

4. Assign Student Groups  

Divide the class into student pairs. 

We Do 

Complete the Frayer Model  

Grades K-5: 

• Assign each pair of students one of the selected vocabulary words from the Reading Street main selection and 

have them complete the four-square organizer for this concept. Or, to differentiate, assign each pair of 

students the same selected vocabulary word.  For example, in Grade K, students may draw a picture and 

teacher may scribe or students may write words/sentences according to their ability. 

Grades 6-8: 

• Assign each pair or group of students one of the teacher pre-selected vocabulary words and have them 

complete the four-square organizer for the teacher pre-selected vocabulary words. 

 

During this time, the teacher should be circulating around the room and keeping track of which students are defining 

the words correctly. If many students are struggling with the same word, it makes sense to pull the class together for 

another mini-lesson. If a few students are struggling with a word, the teacher can address the confusion on the spot 

with those students. 

You Do 

5. Share Ideas  

Ask students or student pairs to share their conclusions with the entire class. Be sure to ask the students to defend 

their thinking, using questions such as: 
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• “Why is this an example / non-example?” 

• “How does that example demonstrate a characteristic of the word?” 

• “Is there someone who disagrees with that example / non-example?” 

Use these presentations to review the entire list of selected vocabulary words.  

6. Create Study Helps  

Make copies of each Frayer graphic organizer so every student has a copy of all key concepts to use for review. A 

suggestion would be to display completed Frayer graphic organizers of each selected vocabulary word together as 

authentic student responses on a “Classroom Vocabulary Wall” for examples for students to reference. 

7. Optional Extension  

Extend or deepen students’ thinking by asking students to: 

• Describe the rationale for examples and non-examples 

• Asking students to use the Frayer Model as a note taking strategy during reading. 

• Asking students to change the titles of the boxes to include concept development categories. 

Alternate Elements of Frayer Model- Example 1  

• Vary this typical model by changing the 4 elements to: 

• Examples 

• Non-examples 

• Essential Characteristics 

• Non-essential characteristics 

Alternate Elements of Frayer Model- Example 2  

Give students a Frayer model with all the squares filled in and ask students to guess the vocabulary word. 

     ***See examples of all three in the Templates section. 

Use Pic Collage  

Use the Pic Collage app for iPad to allow students to create Frayer model graphic organizers using an iPad. 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/pic-collage/id448639966?mt=8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


